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United States-India Joint Leadership
Statement on HIV/AIDS

March 24, 2000

The HIV/AIDS epidemic is not only an
Indian problem, it is not only an American
problem, it is a global crisis, threatening
every country. It burdens our health systems,
our economies and, most importantly, the
lives of too many of our citizens. But the
AIDS epidemic can be slowed, and ulti-
mately reversed by raising awareness, chang-
ing behavior and developing new tech-
nologies including—eventually—a vaccine.

To that end, India and the United States
are working closely together, involving our
public, academic, business and non-govern-
mental sectors for the benefit of our nations,
and the world. India and the United States
are home to some of the world’s finest sci-
entists and facilities. We intend to expand
collaborative research efforts in HIV/AIDS
prevention. Together we are applying our na-
tions” substantial public health expertise and
scientific capacities to fight the global
pandemic.

India’s Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, through the National AIDS Control
Organization (NACO), which coordinates
HIV/AIDS policy formulation and imple-
ments prevention and control programs, has
recently launched a new phase of its National
AIDS Control Program. With a substantial
commitment from the Indian Government,
bolstered by additional resources from the
World Bank, USAID and other donors,
NACO is now working with State health au-
thorities and non-governmental organizations
to reduce high-risk behaviors and increase
awareness in the general population.

USAID is the major supporter of HIV/
AIDS prevention programs in Maharashtra
and Tamil Nadu States. Additionally, the
United States (under its “LIFE” initiative)
will support Indian efforts to prevent infec-
tion, care for the affected, and build capacity.

Planning for these efforts include: estab-
lishing an HIV/AIDS resource center; estab-
lishing a business coalition for employer-
based HIV prevention activities with private
and public sector employers; supporting
NGO activities for children affected by
AIDS; and sensitizing journalists to HIV/
AIDS issues.

Science alone will not win the world’s
struggle against HIV/AIDS. This will require
leadership, which India and the United
States are determined to provide. We hereby
commit our continued, personal involvement
to stopping AIDS in India, the United States,
and around the world.

NotE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
joint statement.

Proclamation 7283—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 2000

March 24, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Two thousand five hundred years ago, the
birth of democracy in Greece ushered in one
of the true golden ages of Western civiliza-
tion. The flowering of political, social, and
artistic innovation in Greece served as the
source of many of our most treasured gifts—
the philosophy of Plato and Socrates, the
plays of Sophocles and Aristophanes, the he-
roic individualism that rings in the epic
poetry of Homer.

But Ancient Greece’s greatest legacy is the
establishment of democratic government.
America’s founders were deeply influenced
by the passion for truth and justice that guid-
ed Greek political theory. In ratifying our
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Constitution, they forever enshrined these
principles in American law and created a sys-
tem of government based on the Hellenic
belief that the authority to govern derives di-
rectly from the people.

While our democracy has its roots in
Greek thought, the friendship between our
two nations flows from our shared values,
common goals, and mutual respect. This kin-
ship with the Greek people was reflected in
the enthusiasm with which America em-
braced modern Greece’s fight for independ-
ence 179 years ago. Many Americans fought
alongside the Greeks, while stirring speeches
by President James Monroe and Daniel
Webster led the Congress to send funds and
supplies to aid the Greeks in their struggle
for freedom.

Our alliance with Greece has remained
strong. Together we have stood up to the
forces of oppression in conflicts from World
War II to the Persian Gulf, we have joined
as strategic partners in NATO, and we have
worked to build peace, stability, and pros-
perity in the Balkans. Through decades of
challenge and change, our friendship has en-
dured and deepened, and together we have
proved the fundamental truth of the Greek
proverb, “The passion for freedom never
dies.”

That passion for freedom has also beck-
oned generations of Greek men and women
to America’s shores, and today we celebrate
and give thanks for the myriad contributions
Greek Americans have made to our national
life. More than a million citizens of Greek
descent live in America today, and their de-
votion to family, faith, community, and coun-
try has enriched our society immeasurably.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2000,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of March,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
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of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 28, 2000]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 29. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Memorandum on the Effect of
Imports of Crude Oil on National
Security

March 24, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of Commerce

Subject: The Effect of Imports of Crude Oil
on National Security

I have reviewed and approved the findings
of your investigative report titled “The Effect
on the National Security of Imports of Crude
Oil and Refined Petroleum Products” under
section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1862), that imports of
crude oil threaten to impair the national se-
curity. Further, I accept your recommenda-
tion that trade remedies not be imposed, but
that existing policies to enhance conservation
and limit the dependence on foreign oil be
continued. Indeed, we have already proposed
additional tax credits to promote renewable
and efficient sources of energy, new tax in-
centives to support the domestic petroleum
industry, and further investments in energy-
saving technologies and alternative energy
sources, as this report suggested.

William J. Clinton

NoOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 25, 2000

Good morning. As I reach the end of my
terrific week in South Asia and prepare to
return home, I want to talk to you this morn-
ing about the greater challenge we now face
to keep our children safe from the dangers
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of tobacco. Every single day another 3,000
American children smoke their first cigarette.
Most of them will be hooked for life, and
a third of them will die earlier as a result.

That’s why our administration has worked
so hard to highlight the health threat teen
smoking poses and to keep tobacco products
out of the hands of our children. We sup-
ported State and local efforts to stop under-
age smoking before it starts. And we know
these efforts work. Massachusetts has used
education programs to reduce high school
student smoking by 15 percent. Oregon cut
eighth-grader smoking rates by almost a third
in just one year.

Five years ago we asked the Food and
Drug Administration to start a campaign to
slash teen smoking in every State and to treat
nicotine like the dangerous drug it is. The
FDA wrote strong, effective rules to prevent
any child under 18 from buying any tobacco
product anywhere in the United States. The
FDA was also prepared to end tobacco ad-
vertising that is shamelessly aimed at addict-
ing another generation of our young people.

This effort had strong support from public
health leaders in both parties in Congress,
but it collapsed under the pressure of to-
bacco companies and the Republican leader-
ship in Congress while the tobacco industry
challenged the rules in court.

This week, in a setback for the health of
our children, the Supreme Court ruled that
the FDA must have explicit authorization
from Congress before it can regulate to-
bacco. However, all nine Justices made it
perfectly clear that they believe tobacco is
dangerous, especially to young people. The
majority opinion called it, quote, “perhaps
the most significant threat to health in the
United States.”

Now, the American people know this.
They've known it for a long time. Now the
ball is in Congress™ court. They should show
they also understand the danger to our young
people and give the FDA’s tobacco regula-
tions the force of law.

This is not a partisan issue. It’s a health
issue for our Nation and a life-or-death issue
for children. In 1998 a bipartisan group of
Senators offered legislation that would have
let the FDA’s campaign move forward. It had
the support of 57 Senators from both sides
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of the aisle, but the leadership blocked it.
And this week similar bipartisan legislation
was introduced in the House. I urge both
Houses of Congress to pass it promptly.

The Justice Department also has sued the
tobacco manufacturers to recover the cost of
tobacco-related illnesses and to make sure
they’re held accountable for actions that they
take. I ask Congress to support these efforts,
as well, not undermine them, as some have
threatened to do.

I also ask Congress to work with me to
take action to protect the financial security
of tobacco farmers and their communities.
And finally, I challenge the States to do their
part, as well, by dedicating the money they've
collected from tobacco settlements to fund
antismoking programs for children and
young people.

Preventing our children from smoking is
our common responsibility. It’s a fight we can
win and one we must win, starting now.

Thanks for listening.

NotE: The address was recorded at 12:05 p.m.
on March 24 at the Stock Exchange, Mumbia,
India, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 25.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 24 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Television Address to the People of
Pakistan From Islamabad, Pakistan

March 25, 2000

As-salaam aleikum. It is an honor to be
the first President of the United States to
address all the people of Pakistan, and the
first to visit your country in more than 30
years. I'm here as a great admirer of your
land’s rich history, of its centuries of civiliza-
tion which stretch as long as the Indus River.
I'm here as one whose own Nation has been
greatly enriched by the talents of Americans
of Pakistani descent. But most of all, I am
here as a friend, a grateful friend who values
our long partnership, a concerned friend who
cares deeply about the future course of your
country, a committed friend who will stand
with the people of Pakistan as long as you
seek the stable, prosperous, democratic na-
tion of your founders” dreams.
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More than half a century ago, Mohammed
Ali Jinnah shared that vision as he addressed
Pakistan’s Constituent Assembly. “If you
work together,” he said, “in the spirit that
every one of you is first, second, and last a
citizen, with equal rights, privileges, and obli-
gations, there will be no end to the progress
you will make.” The Quaid-e Azam ended
that speech by reading a telegram he had
just received. The message expressed hope
for success in the great work you were about
to undertake. That message was from the
people of the United States.

Despite setbacks and suffering, the people
of Pakistan have built this nation from the
ground up, on a foundation of democracy and
law. And for more than 50 years now, we
have been partners with you. Pakistan helped
the United States open a dialog with China.
We stood together when the Soviet Union
invaded Afghanistan. Our partnership helped
to end the cold war. In many years since,
we have cooperated in the fight against ter-
rorism. Our soldiers have stood together in
missions of peace in every part of the world.
This is your proud legacy, our proud legacy.

Now we are in the dawn of a new century,
and a new and changing world has come into
view. All around the globe a revolution is tak-
ing hold, a revolution that is tearing down
barriers and building up networks among na-
tions and individuals. For millions it has
made real the dream of a better life with
good schools, good jobs, a good future for
their children.

Like all key moments in human history,
this one poses some hard choices, for this
era does not reward people who struggle in
vain to redraw borders with blood. It belongs
to those with the vision to look beyond bor-
ders for partners and commerce and trade.
It does not favor nations where governments
claim all the power to solve every problem.
Instead, it favors nations where the people
have the freedom and responsibility to shape
their own destiny.

Pakistan can achieve great things in this
new world, but real obstacles stand in the
way. The political situation, the economic sit-
uation, the tensions in this region, they are
holding Pakistan back from achieving its full
potential in the global economy.
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I know I don’t have to tell you all this.
This is something you know, something you
have seen. But I do have hope. I believe Paki-
stan can make its way through the trouble,
and build a future worthy of the vision of
its founders: a stable, prosperous, democratic
Pakistan, secure in its borders, friendly with
its neighbors, confident in its future. A Paki-
stan, as Jinnah said, “at peace within and at
peace without.”

What is in the way of that vision? Well,
clearly, the absence of democracy makes it
harder, not easier, for people to move ahead.
I know democracy isn’t easy; it’s certainly not
perfect. The authors of my own country’s
Constitution knew that as well. They said that
the mission of the United States would al-
ways be, and I quote, “to form a more perfect
Union.” In other words, they knew we would
never fully realize our ideals, but that we
could keep moving closer to them. That
means the question for free people is always
how to keep moving forward.

We share your disappointment that pre-
vious democratic governments in Pakistan
did not do better for their citizens. But one
thing is certain: Democracy cannot develop
if it is constantly uprooted before it has a
chance to firmly take hold. Successful demo-
cratic government takes time and patience
and hard work. The answer to flawed democ-
racy is not to end democracy but to improve
it.

I know General Musharraf has just an-
nounced a date for local elections. That is
a good step. But the return of civilian demo-
cratic rule requires a complete plan, a real
roadmap.

Of course, no one from the outside can
tell Pakistan how it should be governed. That
is for you, the people of Pakistan, to decide,
and you should be given the opportunity to
do so. I hope and believe you want Pakistan
to be a country where the rule of law prevails;
a country where officials are accountable; a
country where people can express their
points of view without fear; a country that
wisely forsakes revenge for the wounds of the
past, and instead pursues reconciliation for
the sake of the future. If you choose this
path, your friends in the United States will
stand with you.
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There are obstacles to your progress, in-
cluding violence and extremism. We Ameri-
cans also have felt these evils. Surely we have
both suffered enough to know that no griev-
ance, no cause, no system of beliefs can ever
justify the deliberate killing of innocents.
Those who bomb bus stations, target Embas-
sies, or kill those who uphold the law are
not heroes. They are our common enemies,
for their aim is to exploit painful problems,
not to resolve them.

Just as we have fought together to defeat
those who traffic in narcotics, today I ask
Pakistan to intensify its efforts to defeat those
who inflict terror.

Another obstacle to Pakistan’s progress is
the tragic squandering of effort, energy, and
wealth on policies that make your nation
poorer, but not safer. That is one reason we
must try to resolve the differences between
our two nations on nuclear weapons.

Again, you must make the decision. But
my questions to you are no different from
those I posed in India. Are you really more
secure today than you were before you tested
nuclear weapons? Will these weapons make
war with India less likely or simply more
deadly? Will a costly arms race help you to
achieve any economic development? Will it
bring you closer to your friends around the
world, closer to the partnerships you need
to build your dreams?

Today, the United States is dramatically
cutting its nuclear arsenal. Around the world
nations are renouncing these weapons. I ask
Pakistan also to be a leader for nonprolifera-
tion. In your own self-interest, to help us to
prevent dangerous technologies from spread-
ing to those who might have no reservations
at all about using them, take the right steps
now to prevent escalation, to avoid mis-
calculation, to reduce the risk of war.

As leaders in your own country have sug-
gested, one way to strengthen your security
would be to join the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty. The whole world will rally
around you if you do.

I believe it is also in Pakistan’s interest to
reduce tensions with India. When I was in
New Delhi, I urged India to seize the oppor-
tunity for dialog. Pakistan also must help cre-
ate conditions that will allow dialog to suc-
ceed. For India and Pakistan this must be
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a time of restraint, for respect for the Line
of Control, and renewed lines of communica-
tion.

I have listened carefully to General
Musharraf and others. I understand your
concerns about Kashmir. I share your convic-
tions that human rights of all its people must
be respected. But a stark truth must also be
faced. There is no military solution to Kash-
mir. International sympathy, support, and
intervention cannot be won by provoking a
bigger, bloodier conflict. On the contrary,
sympathy and support will be lost. And no
matter how great the grievance, it is wrong
to support attacks against civilians across the
Line of Control.

In the meantime, I ask again: Will endless,
costly struggle build good schools for your
children? Will it make your cities safer? Will
it bring clean water and better health care?
Will it narrow the gaps between those who
have and those who have nothing? Will it
hasten the day when Pakistan’s energy and
wealth are invested in building its future?
The answer to all these questions is plainly
no.

The American people don’t want to see
tensions rise and suffering increase. We want
to be a force for peace. But we cannot force
peace. We can’t impose it. We cannot and
will not mediate or resolve the dispute in
Kashmir. Only you and India can do that,
through dialog.

Last year the world watched with hope as
the leaders of India and Pakistan met in La-
hore on the road to better relations. This is
the right road to peace for Pakistan and
India, and for the resolution of the problems
in Kashmir. Therefore, I will do all I can to
help both sides restore the promise and the
process of Lahore.

A few months ago we had a ceremony at
the White House to mark the end of Rama-
dan. An imam shared a message from the
Koran which tells us that God created nations
and tribes that we might know one another,
not that we may despise one another. During
the years of my Presidency, I have tried to
know the Muslim world as part of our com-
mon humanity. I have stood with the people
of Bosnia and Kosovo, who were brutalized
because of their Muslim faith. I have
mourned with Jordanians and Moroccans at
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the loss of their brave leaders. I have been
privileged to speak with Palestinians at their
National Council in Gaza. Today I am proud
to speak with you because I value our long
friendship, and because I believe our friend-
ship can still be a force for tolerance and
understanding throughout the world. I hope
you will be able to meet the difficult chal-
lenges we have discussed today.

If you do not, there is a danger that Paki-
stan may grow even more isolated, draining
even more resources away from the needs
of the people, moving even closer to a con-
flict no one can win. But if you do meet these
challenges, our full economic and political
partnership can be restored for the benefit
of the people of Pakistan.

So let us draw strength from the words
of the great Pakistani poet Muhammad Igbal,
who said, “In the midst of today’s upheaval,
give us a vision of tomorrow.” If the people
of Pakistan and South Asia are driven by a
tolerant, generous vision of tomorrow, your
nation and this entire region can be the great
success story of the world’s next 50 years.

It is all in your hands. I know enough about
the ingenuity and enterprise and heart of
Pakistani people to know that this is possible.
With the right vision, rooted in tomorrow’s
promise, not yesterday’s pain, rooted in dia-
log, not destruction, Pakistan can fulfill its
destiny as a beacon of democracy in the Mos-
lem world, an engine of growth, a model of
tolerance, an anchor of stability. Pakistan can
have a future worthy of the dreams of the
Quaid-e Azam.

If you choose that future, the United
States will walk with you. I hope you will
make that choice. And I pray for our contin-
ued friendship, for peace, for Pakistan.

Zindabad.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. from the
Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he referred
to Gen. Pervez Musharraf, army chief of staff, who
led a coup d’etat in Pakistan on October 12, 1999.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this address.
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Statement on the Election of
Vladimir Putin as President of Russia
March 27, 2000

In a telephone conversation earlier today,
I congratulated President-elect Vladimir
Putin on his victory in the Russian Presi-
dential elections.

Sunday’s vote was an important milestone
in the development of a democratic Russia.
The people of Russia demonstrated again
their intense commitment to democraey.
Roughly 70 percent of eligible Russians
voted.

In my conversation with President-elect
Putin, I emphasized the importance to Russia
and the world of strengthening the founda-
tions of Russia’s democracy and deepening
its international integration. President-elect
Putin has an opportunity to translate his elec-
toral mandate into concrete steps to advance
economic reform, to strengthen the rule of
law, to intensify the fight against crime and
corruption, and to join with us on a broad
common agenda of international security, in-
cluding arms control, nonproliferation, and
regional peace and stability.

Finally, I emphasized my concerns about
the war in Chechnya. I stressed to President-
elect Putin the importance of launching im-
partial and transparent investigations of re-
ported human rights violations and providing
prompt and full access for international orga-
nizations and the press.

Joint Statement by the Depositary
States on the 25th Anniversary of
Entry Into Force of the Biological
and Toxin Weapons Convention
March 27, 2000

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
entry into force of the Bacteriological (Bio-
logical) and Toxin Weapons Convention, the
three Depositary States, the Russian Federa-
tion, The United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, and the United States
of America, reaffirm their belief in the con-
tinuing relevance and importance of the
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Convention. As we start a new century the
principles and objectives of the Convention
are an important international norm serving
to prevent any country from developing, pro-
ducing, stockpiling or obtaining the means
to employ bacteriological, biological or toxin
weapons as a means of warfare. As such the
Convention remains one of the key elements
of international security and stability.

At its inception the Convention was a wa-
tershed international document, the first for-
mal multilateral agreement to foreswear an
entire class of weapons of mass destruction.
Twenty five years later 143 States have ac-
ceded to it, a remarkable endorsement of the
principles which it encompasses, and of the
very important role it plays in the web of
non-proliferation and arms control treaties.
We, as the Depositaries, take this oppor-
tunity to call on those states which have not
yet ratified or acceded to the BWC to do
so without delay, so that the prohibitions on
possession and development of biological
weapons become even more universal.

The representatives of many States Parties
are now engaged in work to strengthen the
Convention. The aim is a Protocol that will
create a regime to enhance confidence in
compliance with the fundamental objectives
of the Convention. This effort will bring the
Convention into better alignment with the
principles of other arms control agreements.
As the terms of the mandate given to the
Ad Hoc Group make clear the objective is
“to consider appropriate measures, including
possible verification measures . . . . to be in-
cluded, as appropriate, in a legally binding
instrument.” Successful achievement of an
effective Protocol within the agreed time-
frame must be the target of all States Parties.
We pledge our own efforts to achieving this
goal, and call upon all other States Parties
to do likewise, and to accede to the Protocol
once it is agreed.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Telecommunications
Payments to Cuba

March 27, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the
Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, 22 U.S.C.
6004(e)(6), as amended by section 102(g) of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, Public Law 104-
114, 110 Stat. 785, I transmit herewith a
semiannual report “detailing payments made
to Cuba . . . as a result of the provision of
telecommunications services” pursuant to
Department of the Treasury specific licenses.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 27, 2000.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With
Respect to Angola (UNITA)

March 27, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (UNITA) that was
declared in Executive Order 12865 of Sep-
tember 26, 1993.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
March 27, 2000.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
and an Exchange With Reporters

March 28, 2000

President Clinton. Let me begin by say-
ing that I am delighted to have President
Mubarak back here. We have a lot to discuss
today. I want to talk with him about the
peace process in the Middle East, about the
movement on the Palestinian track, about my
meeting with President Asad, and what fur-
ther steps he thinks we could take on the
Israel-Syria track. And we have a lot of other
things to discuss as well.

So I'm looking forward to this meeting,
and I want to welcome you here, Mr.
President.

President Mubarak. Thank you, sir.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. President Mubarak, the peace process
seems to be faltering again, especially after
the failure of the Geneva talks. What is your
vision, Mr. President? What can Egypt do
in order to break this deadlock?

President Mubarak. First of all, I thank
President Clinton just for meeting me today.
And we used to exchange views every now
and then. We have very good relations with
the President since he took office 8 years ago.

Today we are going to discuss so many
issues about the Middle East, about even bi-
lateral relations. And concerning the Geneva
meeting, I cannot say that’s a failure. It’s a
step forward, although no progress between
the Israelis and the Syrians, that doesn’t
make us pessimistic. We have to make much
more effort so as to reach peace and an
agreement could be signed, for the welfare
of the whole area.

Oil Prices

Q. Mr. President, there’s word out of
Vienna that OPEC has reached a deal now.
Are you now looking forward to a decline
in oil?

President Clinton. Have they, in fact, an-
nounced that?

Q. The Venezuelan representative has.

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I
think I ought to wait to issue a definitive
comment until they actually vote and reach
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an agreement. But my concern has always
been that the oil price production be in-
creased to a level sufficient to ensure contin-
ued growth in the global economy and con-
tinued growth here at home. And that, there-
fore, by definition, to alleviate some of the
serious burdens that some of our people have
felt, particularly the truckers and the people
who commute long distances.

But I want to wait and see. I've heard some
encouraging things about what OPEC will do
in combination with what some of the non-
OPEC members will do. And in the aggre-
gate, it could be sufficient to get production
and consumption back into alignment and to
rebuild some of these stocks, which are at
their lowest point in a decade. And if that
happens, then I'll be encouraged, but I want
to wait and see.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. President Clinton, how much faith do
you have in peace being concluded before
you leave your tenure here?

President Clinton. Well, I think we are
making and will continue to see good
progress between the Israelis and Palestin-
ians. I went to Switzerland to meet President
Asad, to clarify to him what I thought the
options were and to hear from him what his
needs are. I asked him to come back to me
with what he thought ought to be done. So
the ball is in his court now, and I'm going
to look forward to hearing from him, and
we're going to talk about what else I can do,
what else we can do together.

President Mubarak has been at this longer
than I have, and we're going to keep working.

Q. President Clinton, your term ends in
a few months now. Do you think the Israelis
are ready to go along and finalize the peace
process during that period? And what do you
think the steps that they are going to take?
For President Mubarak, do you foresee a so-
lution in the near future?

President Clinton. Well, I think they are
making very serious efforts. And I think
Prime Minister Barak would like to do this
as quickly as he can. And I can tell you they
have made very, very serious efforts on all
tracks, and I think you will continue to see
progress at least on the Palestinian track and,
of course, I hope we’ll have some progress
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on the Syrian one, as well—as well as in Leb-
anon.

President Mubarak. This information
concerning the Middle East problem cannot
stay as it is now. Tremendous efforts are
being done by the United States with the co-
operation with us. And I hope that we could
reach a solution between the two sides, and
especially I may meet with Mr. Barak soon
after I return back to Cairo, to see what could
be done.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:41 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Hafiz al-Asad of Syria
and Prime Minister Ehud Barak of Israel. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Radio Remarks on Sightseeing
Flights Over the Grand Canyon

March 28, 2000

There may be no place on Earth more
stunning than the Grand Canyon. It's impor-
tant to preserve and protect it, so that the
millions who visit each year can enjoy the
Canyon in all its splendor. Today I am an-
nouncing an important new measure to care-
fully manage sightseeing flights over the
Grand Canyon. With this action, we can
allow continued access to all, while also help-
ing to restore the natural quiet of this time-
less treasure.

NoTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 8 p.m. on March 17 in the Oval
Office at the White House for later broadcast. The
transcript was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on March 28. These remarks were also
made available on the White House Press Office
Actuality Line.

Statement on the OPEC Production
Decision and the Legislative Agenda
for Energy Security

March 28, 2000

Today’s announcement that OPEC mem-
bers will increase production is a positive de-
velopment. These increases will help sustain
worldwide economic growth and provide
greater balance between oil supply and de-
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mand. While oil prices are projected to fall
this year, we will continue to closely monitor
developments in world oil markets in the
coming months.

Congress should waste no more time in
getting to work on the critical measures to
improve America’s energy security that I
have proposed. Congress has failed to act on
energy security measures, including new tax
incentives to support domestic oil producers,
tax incentives and investments to promote
the use of alternative and more efficient
energy technologies, the establishment of a
regional home heating oil reserve, and reau-
thorization of the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve. These measures should be passed into
law without delay.

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Debbie Stabenow

March 28, 2000

Thank you. Now, only a politician who is
not running for office would take a stand on
the Final Four before the results are in.
[Laughter]

Thank you very much. Debbie, I am a
huge basketball fan. And I already lost my
State school and my daughter’s alma mater
in the NCAA, so I'm just watching it with
great fascination. It's been a good tour-
nament.

I want to thank Senator Torricelli for all
that he has done for the Democrats, and the
Senate candidates in particular. And I thank
Carl Levin for more than I can say. You have
no idea all the good things that he does in
the Senate, many of which are not vote-get-
ting issues; they’ll never make the headlines.
But someone needs to be going to work every
day who cares about public policy and good
Government and the way this country works.
And Carl Levin does. You should be really
proud of him. He’s a really good man.

I want to thank Gary and Bill and Michelle
for helping Debbie to raise the money nec-
essary to wage a campaign against an incum-
bent Senator of the other party. It’s a difficult
thing to do. And she is in good shape, but
she needs your support to do it. And I want
to thank John Conyers and Sandy Levin for
being here, and so many other of my friends
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from Michigan who helped me these last 7
years and a couple of months. I thank you
very much.

I was thinking to myself, “What am I doing
here? I'm not running for anything.” [Laugh-
ter] T'm trying to get this fine Member of
Congress a 6-year term, and I'll never even
have the privilege of working with her. Well,
one reason is—and on principle this year, I'm
very big on women going to the U.S. Senate.
I have a passing interest in a lot of these
elections. [Laughter] But I would like to—
I'll be very brief, because she’s already told
you why she’s running.

I think it’s important that we remember
that things were different in 1992 when I
ran for President. We had economic distress.
We had social decline. We had political divi-
sion. And we basically had drift and gridlock
in Washington.

And I believed that this country could
build a bridge to the new century with an
America that offered opportunity for every-
one who is responsible enough to work for
it, with an increasingly diverse America that
cherished that diversity but thought our com-
mon humanity was more important, with an
America that continued to lead the world for
peace and freedom and prosperity. And
we're in better shape than we were in 1992,
and for that I am very grateful. And for the
opportunity I've had to serve, I am pro-
foundly grateful.

But the real thing I would like you to think
about is: What is it that we propose to do
with this prosperity? You know, I've reached
an age now when my memory stretches back
long enough that I know that nothing lasts
forever. And in tough times, that’s reassuring.
In good times, it should be sobering.

This is a moment of phenomenal oppor-
tunity for our country. And a lot of the—
I'm glad to see so many young people here,
because you've got most of your lives in front
of you. And it’s very important that we take
this moment to deal with the big challenges,
the big problems, the big opportunities in
the new century, in a world that is coming
closer and closer together, in a world where
increasingly what matters is whether you be-
lieve every person counts and every person
is given the ability to develop his or her God-
given potential.
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You know, I just got back from India and
Bangladesh and Pakistan. And I made a stop
over in Switzerland to keep working on the
Middle East peace process. And I'll tell you
an interesting story. I was in this little village
in India, one of the hundreds of thousands
of little villages in a country with over 900
million people, with a per capita income of
$450 a year, one of the poorest places on
Earth.

So I go to this little village, and I meet
the local government. And it’s required now
that all the different tribes and castes have
an opportunity to be represented, and 30
percent of all the local governments are
women—elected officials. And I meet the
women’s dairy cooperative, and these women
took over the milk business because they got
a little machine that tested the fat content
of milk. So they weren’t cheating anybody
out of their money anymore.

And—now keep in mind, I'm in one of
hundreds of thousands of villages, right, in
a country with a rich and diverse texture but
a low per capita income. Every single trans-
action that the dairy cooperative made was
recorded on a computer. Everyone that
bought milk in there got a computer printout
of what the fat content was, what the price
was that day, then got an accounting out of
the same computer on who bought the milk
and when she got her money.

Then I go into the local government in
this tiny village. And I see there the com-
puter in the community center. And every
person can come in and get on that computer
in English or Hindi. And many of the things
you can find—you can get even if you can’t
read, because of the software, the sophistica-
tion of the software. So poor village women
can come in and see how they’re supposed
to care for their newborn babies in their first
year of life. They pull it up on the screen,
and then they had a printer, and they got
it out. And it’s just as good information as
you can get here or in any other place in
America, in the finest doctor’s office in the
land. This is going to be a very different
world in the next 5 or 10 years.

I went to Hyderabad in India, which is sort
of their high-tech capital, and the head of

the State Government there now offers 18
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different government services on the Inter-
net, including getting your driver’s license.
[Laughter] Nobody ever has to wait in a line
in the revenue office. [Laughter] Do not
move to India just yet. [Laughter] We will
get that done, but you get the picture, right?

Today I met—when President Mubarak
from Egypt was here today, and we met with
a bunch of Egyptian-Americans. One of them
was a Nobel Prize-winner from Caltech. An-
other was a high official at the World Bank.
Another was a big high-tech company execu-
tive. Another one ran a big biotech company.
We talked a lot about the human genome
and the sequencing of it, and how we were
going to allow people to patent legitimate dis-
coveries, but how we had to keep the basic
information affordable so that the developing
countries and poor people around the world
and in this country could also benefit from
the discoveries.

I mean, were talking about no more
Alzheimer’s and cures for Parkinson’s and
detecting cancers when theyre just a few
cells. These are amazing things.

And the reason that I'm here tonight, even
though I'm not running, is that I don’t want
our country to blow this opportunity. What’s
the big problem in all these peace negotia-
tions around the world? People want peace.
Young people like you, they're thinking about
their future; they want a whole different
world. They’re not all caught up—it’s a ques-
tion of people’s impulses—the basic, good
human impulses at war with old ideas cher-
ished by people who can’t let go.

We have an American version of that, I
think, in this contest here. One of the reasons
that T want Al Gore to be elected President
is that I know from personal experience he
understands the future, and he knows how
to take us there.

And you can’t—most of what is written is
written about politics and politicians acts as
if policies are inconsequential and acts as if
things that really affect the lives of millions
of people don’t matter. But I would argue
to you that the details of our welfare program
mattered; the details of our education pro-
gram mattered; the details of our environ-
mental program mattered; the details of our
anticrime program mattered. It matters what
you do. The details of our approach to
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science and technology mattered. These
things matter.

This is not about a bunch of hot air and
slogans and positioning. This is about wheth-
er this country, at its moment of maximum
prosperity and opportunity and minimum
threats from abroad and from within, will
take the chance that we have had never be-
fore in my lifetime, except maybe in the
1960’s, before all the wheels ran off, to write
the future of our dreams for our children.
That’s what this whole thing is about. Don'’t
make any mistake about it. That’s what the
whole thing’s about.

I worked hard to try to help turn this coun-
try around and get us moving in the right
direction. But the big benefits are still out
there to be reaped. Wouldn't you like your
country to be the safest big country in the
world? Wouldn't you like your country to be
a place where every working parent could
also succeed at rearing their children because
there was adequate child care? Wouldn’t you
like your country to be a place where every
child, no matter how poor, was held to high
standards but had high opportunities in edu-
cation, where there was no digital divide,
where there were economic opportunities in
the poorest urban and rural neighborhoods
and on every Indian reservation in the coun-
try? And I could go on and on and on. That’s
what this whole deal is about.

And I'm telling you, if I can do anything
this year, I am going to try to convince the
American people only to vote for those peo-
ple that understand the future and are pre-
pared to do what it takes to get us there.
And all of us, together. That’s why I'm here.

And I hope tomorrow, if people ask you
why you were here, you will tell them that—
because Debbie Stabenow is a great human
being, a great public servant, and she will
take us there.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
Columbia B Room at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to reception hosts
William and Michelle O'Reilly; Gary Torgow, fi-
nance chair, Stabenow for Senate; and President
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. Representative
Stabenow is a candidate for U.S. Senate for Michi-
gan. Prior to the President’s remarks, Representa-
tive Stabenow presented the President with a
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Michigan State University T-shirt to honor the
school’s men’s basketball team’s appearance in the
Final Four of the National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation tournament. This transcript was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on March
29.

Remarks at a Reception
for Governor Frank O’Bannon
March 28, 2000

You know, when Evan was talking about
how he’s trying to recover from having given
a keynote speech—[laughter|—I bombed; he
didn’t. [Laughter] He was actually very good.

But I am delighted to be here for Frank
O’Bannon, and with Judy and Lieutenant
Governor and Mrs. Kernan. I want to thank
Evan Bayh and Susan for being wonderful
friends to Hillary and me for many years
now. And I want to thank Senator Birch Bayh
for his service to America and for also being
my friend for 20 years now.

Every now and then, I remind Birch that
in 1980 he came to Arkansas; we dedicated
an ethanol plant. And you may or may not
know that the Agriculture Department is
funding research into how to more efficiently
convert gasoline to ethanol or, you know,
how to do it with less fuel. Now the ratio’s
about 7 gallons to 8. They tell me within a
year or two, we'll be down to 1 gallon to 8.
And Birch and T were just 20 years ahead
of our time. [Laughter] But I'll always be
grateful to him for many things in his service,
and I'm delighted to be here.

Thank you, Mike Sullivan. Thank you,
Mark Weiner. Thank you, Robin Winston.
And I want to say a special word of thanks
to Joe Andrew for working so hard for the
national Democratic Party. And I saw three
of your House Members here earlier: Pete
Visclosky I know is still there, and Baron Hill
and Tim Roemer may or may not still be
here, but they were here earlier.

I am delighted to be here. You may won-
der what I'm doing here; I'm not running
for anything this year. [Laughter] Take a
good look at me; I'm the only politician you'll
see this year you don’t have to give a con-
tribution to. [Laughter]

I was a Governor for 12 years, and they
were some of the happiest years of my life.
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I would have never tired of doing the job.
The voters would have gotten tired of me
long before I got tired of the job. [Laughter]

And you know, I have worked very hard
for the last 7-plus years to try to turn our
country around and to try to get governing
right. Now, there are not many votes in gov-
erning, really, when you talk about it. But
if you've got a job and you do it well, there
are votes in it. That's why Evan Bayh was
elected and overwhelmingly reelected and
then sent to the Senate. That's why Frank
O’Bannon was elected, and why I think he’ll
be reelected—because they believe in gov-
erning.

After all this time I've been President, I
can say there are a lot of things about this
job that are much more than just policy,
times when a President has to speak to the
Nation about a crisis or in the midst of a
collective grieving or just speak for the Na-
tion when you have to take a stand. But a
lot of what determines the success of our en-
terprise is whether we show up for work
every day and treat our work like your work,
like a job.

And the difference in political work and
other work is that you have more leeway to
define the job. In other words, you have to
decide what it is you're going to do if you're
Governor or President, except you've got to
sign the bills or veto them, as the case may
be, and make the appointments. But other-
wise, you have to decide.

And I think I know a little bit about that.
I served with over 150 Governors. And Frank
O’Bannon is a very good Governor. I know.

I would also tell you that the tradition that
he and Evan established in Indiana of fiscal
responsibility and focusing very sharply on
the most important things the government
should do, and not defending everything that
government ever did in the past, is one I tried
to carry on. You know, we now have the
smallest Federal Government since 1960,
when Dwight Eisenhower was President and
John Kennedy was running for the White
House. We've gotten rid of hundreds of pro-
grams, and I'll give $5 to anybody here who
can name three of them. [Laughter] See?
[Laughter]
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I say that because when I became Presi-
dent, we had to do two things at once. We
had to get this deficit under control and bal-
ance the budget. But we had to keep invest-
ing in education. We had to keep investing
in health care for children. We had to keep
investing in the environment. We had to
keep investing in science and technology. We
had to keep, in short, preparing for the fu-
ture. And that’s what Governors have to do.

Now, one of the ways that we did that was,
for example, in the area of education, we
gave the States more funds and set higher
goals, but we got rid of about two-thirds of
the Federal regulations. And I could give you
lots of other examples where, in effect, we
did the right thing, but only if the Governor
does the right thing.

When we passed the welfare reform bill,
we said, “Okay, here’s the deal: If you're able
bodied, you've got to get some training, and
then if you get a job, you've got to take it.
But we won’t ask you to hurt your children.
We'll leave your children with their guaran-
teed nutrition and health care, and we’ll
spend more on child care and transportation.
We'll invest more in you. But if you can go
to work, you've got to do it.” Well, all that
had to be designed and implemented by the
Governors.

When we passed the Balanced Budget Act
in 1997, we had the biggest expansion in fed-
erally supported health care since Medicaid
in 1965, when we passed the Children’s
Health Insurance Program to allow the chil-
dren of families that were working families—
so their incomes were too high to get Med-
icaid coverage, but their incomes were too
low to afford health insurance, and their em-
ployers weren’t providing it. So we had the
money to provide them health insurance. But
the program was to be designed by the
Governors.

In other words, a lot of what we have tried
to do to have a more vigorous but a more
disciplined Government has required us,
here in Washington, to make his job even
more important. And it’s very important that
everybody understands that; it really matters
who sits in these Governors’ chairs today. It
matters what their values are. It matters what
their vision is. And it also matters a lot wheth-
er they show up every day.
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This is not a job for someone who is faint-
hearted or disinterested. It’s a job—particu-
larly if you live in a State like Indiana or Ar-
kansas, where people actually hold you ac-
countable, and you can’t get elected on tele-
vision. [Laughter] You know? It really makes
a difference. [Laughter]

I remember when I ran for President in
’92, Governor Bush used to—I mean, Presi-
dent Bush used to refer to me as the Gov-
ernor of a small southern State, in sort of
drippingly negative overtones, you know?
[Laughter] And you know, I was so dumb,
I thought that was a good thing. [Laughter]
You know, I was proud of it. I thought—
and I think it's very important. If you care
about the education of our children and if
you care about whether the poorest of our
children have access to health care, if you
care about whether we can preserve a clean
environment and grow the economy, you
have to care about who the Governor is.

And I think most Americans may not fully
appreciate the extent to which, over the last
TV years, the reason this whole deal has
worked as well as it has is that we’ve had
good Federal policies, but we have done
more and more of it in partnership with the
private sector and with State and local gov-
ernment.

And so I wanted to come here because
I genuinely like and admire Governor and
Mrs. O’Bannon. And I genuinely believe that
they should break that record that goes back
to the 1830’s. And that’s the last thing I want
to say about all these races in 2000.

I worked as hard as I can to turn this coun-
try around and to get us moving in the right
direction. But all the really big benefits are
still out there.

We've got the longest economic expansion
in history. What are we going to do with it?
We're going to give all of our kids a world-
class education. Are we going to make Amer-
ica the safest big country in the world? We're
going to get the country out of debt for the
first time since 1835. Are we going to bring
economic opportunity to poor areas that
haven't felt it yet? I can just go on and on
and on.

That's what will be decided in the year
2000. And I hope that the electorate will
want to vote for people from top to bottom
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like these two men here, who are serious
about the work they do and for whom win-
ning an election is just a prelude to the most
important thing, which is the job. Because
you know, this is a chance in a lifetime we
have. And I've lived long enough now to
know that these things come, and they go.
The good news is bad times don’t last forever.
But good times don’t either. And so when
they come along, you have to focus and
move, act.

So this is a big deal, this election. One of
the reasons, apart from all my personal feel-
ings about him, that I want Al Gore to be
elected President so bad is he understands
the future, and he knows how to get us there.
And that's what we ought to be thinking
about. Who understands the future? Who
can get us there?

And your presence here says you know that
about your Governor. But when you go back
to Indiana, I hope you'll give that as a reason
for the rest of the folks sticking with him,
without regard to party. If you're producing,
if you’re serious, if you care about the future,
stick with him.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:52 p.m. in the
Columbia A Room at the Hyatt Regency Capitol
Hill. In his remarks, he referred to Judy
O’Bannon, wife of Governor O’Bannon; Lt. Gov.
Joseph E. Kernan and his wife, Maggie; Senator
Evan Bayh, his wife, Susan, and his father, former
Senator Birch Bayh; Michael J. Sullivan, general
president, Sheet Metal Workers International As-
sociation; Mark Weiner, treasurer, Democratic
Governors’ Association; Robin Winston, chairman,
Indiana State Democratic Party; and Joseph J.
Andrew, national chair, Democratic National
Committee. Incumbent Governor O’Bannon is a
candidate for reelection in Indiana. The transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on March 29.

The President’s News Conference
March 29, 2000

The President. Good afternoon. Please be
seated. I would like to begin by saying that
yesterday’s announcement that OPEC mem-
bers will increase oil production is good news
for our economy and for the American con-
sumer. These increases should bring lower
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prices, which will help to sustain economic
growth here in America and also, and very
importantly, throughout the world.

It will also, I hope, bring relief to hard-
pressed truckers in this country, who have
been especially hard-hit, and others who
have high fuel costs, by providing a greater
balance between oil production and
consumption.

While home heating costs and the price
at the pump are both expected to fall in the
next few weeks, I urge the oil companies to
do everything they can to bring the savings
to consumers as quickly as possible. Mean-
while, we will continue to monitor develop-
ments in world markets closely.

Since January, our administration has
taken significant action to address high oil
prices, from helping more low income and
elderly citizens to pay their heating bills, to
calling for the creation of a regional market
reserve in the Northeast, to asking Congress
to immediately reauthorize the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve.

It is also very, very important for Congress
now to act on my proposal to strengthen our
long-term energy security, including new tax
incentives and investments to support do-
mestic oil producers and to promote the de-
velopment and use of alternative fuels and
more efficient energy technologies. We can
become much more energy efficient and sup-
port economic development if we do.

Congress also has an opportunity and a re-
sponsibility to make progress on a number
of other important issues for the American
people this year. First, we must work to-
gether to reduce the staggering toll of gun
violence in America by passing my proposal
for more prosecutors and stronger gun en-
forcement and by finally passing a strong ju-
venile justice bill that closes the gun show
loophole, requires child safety locks for all
handguns, and bans the importation of large
capacity ammunition clips.

For 9 months now, key congressional Re-
publicans, egged on by the NRA, have stood
on a bill and stopped it from being consid-
ered by keeping it from coming out of con-
ference onto the floor of both Houses for
a vote. Fourteen days ago a House resolution
passed with bipartisan support, sponsored by
Representative Zoe Lofgren of California. It
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simply said that House and Senate conferees
should meet to settle their differences on the
bill that has been languishing in Congress for
too long. But after 14 days, the response to
Representative Lofgren’s resolution has been
deafening silence and still no action. It ap-
pears the opponents of reform have run out
of arguments, so now they’re just trying to
run out the clock.

This makes no sense. With crime at a 25-
year low, and the Brady law keeping guns
out of the hands of a half-million felons, fugi-
tives, and stalkers, the argument is over. Gun
safety measures do work and do not interfere
with the interests of ordinary hunters and
sports people. So it’s time to build on our
proven success and pass this commonsense
legislation.

Three weeks ago I asked Congress to finish
the gun bill and send it to me by the anniver-
sary of the Columbine tragedy, April 20th.
That deadline can still be met. So again, for
the sake of our children, I ask Congress to
stop the delay. This should not be a partisan
issue, and it should lead to action, not argu-
ment.

There are some other issues I'd like to
mention briefly. First, to make sure the ben-
efits of Medicare keep pace with the benefits
of modern medicine, we must reform Medi-
care and add a voluntary prescription drug
benefit. Three out of five older Americans
lack dependable, affordable drug coverage.
Since I first raised the issue last year, virtually
every Member of Congress has voiced sup-
port for some kind of new prescription drug
benefit. I call on Congress to pass a bill that
ensures all Medicare beneficiaries the option
to choose an affordable, accessible drug ben-
efit. If they do, of course, I will sign it.

Second, to protect the interests of 190 mil-
lion Americans in health plans, we should
pass a strong, enforceable, bipartisan
Patients’ Bill of Rights. This isn’t a partisan
issue in America. The House has already
passed a strong bill, but the insurance lobby
continues to oppose it. All we need is for
the conference of Senators and Representa-
tives to let every Member in both Houses
vote his or her conscience on a real Patients’
Bill of Rights. If it passes—and it will—TI will
certainly sign it.
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Third, we should raise the minimum wage
by a dollar over 2 years. A bipartisan majority
in the House voted to do so earlier this
month, but Republican leaders held the pay
raise hostage for tax increases for the wealthi-
est Americans—tax decreases, excuse me—
tax breaks that could make it impossible to
pay down the debt or strengthen Social Secu-
rity and Medicare. I ask again to the Con-
gress: Do the right thing. Everyone knows
we need to raise the minimum wage. Send
me a clean bill that raises the minimum wage
by a dollar over 2 years, and I will sign it.

Fourth, we must keep the economy grow-
ing, first by opening new markets here at

ome in our hardest pressed communities,
rural and urban, and second, by opening new
markets for American products and services
around the world. Especially, we need to give
our businesses, farmers, and workers access
to the world’s largest consumer market in
China. There is no more important long-term
international economic or national security
issue facing us today.

Congress should pass permanent normal
trade relations with China this spring. I will
say again, this requires us to take no further
action on our part to lower tariffs or open
markets. All the concessions are being made
by China in return for entering an open trad-
ing system. If we do not do this, then the
full benefits of all we negotiated will flow
to all the other countries in the WTO but
not to the United States. The economic con-
sequences will be bad. The national security
consequences will be worse.

Fifth, we must invest more in our public
schools and demand more from them. I ask
again Congress to endorse the principles in
the reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, which call for end-
ing social promotion and funding only those
things which work to raise student achieve-
ment. And we know that our students can’t
learn in schools that are falling apart.

Yesterday a bipartisan school construction
bill was introduced in the House that would
provide $24.8 billion in tax credit bonds to
modernize up to 6,000 of our schools. If the
Republican leadership doesn’t prevent it,
Congress could vote on this proposal tomor-
row. I ask the Congress to pass this bipartisan
legislation, and I will sign it.
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Sixth, to save the lives of thousands of
young people who every year get hooked on
cigarettes, we must now pass legislation al-
lowing the Food and Drug Administration to
require tobacco, like the dangerous sub-
stance it is, to be regulated by the FDA.
There is strong bipartisan support for this
idea, and I hope the Congress will pass it.
If they do, I will certainly sign it.

Finally, I would like to say a few words
about the importance of passing the supple-
mental budget requests without delay. This
is urgent funding for pressing needs at home
and abroad: to help the families that were
victims of Hurricane Floyd; to provide need-
ed energy assistance for families struggling
to cope with rising oil prices; to help keep
illegal drugs out of our Nation by supporting
the Colombian Government’s courageous
fight against drug traffickers; to keep the
peace, provide for our troops, and build sta-
bility in Kosovo; and to provide needed debt
relief to the world’s poorest nations.

When Congress adjourns this summer, we
ought to be able to look back and say we
took real steps to make America better. The
issues have been decided; they are clearly
there. They have also been debated. The
American people want action, and they de-
serve it. The only thing left is for the congres-
sional leadership to reach across party lines
and to work with us to break the grip of spe-
cial interests and do the people’s business.

Thank you very much.

Helen [Helen Thomas,
International].

United Press

Israel-Syria Peace Talks

Q. Mr. President, you said that the ball
is in Asad’s court. Is that because you think
that his insistence on the return of all Syrian
land under occupation in exchange for peace
lacks logic or possibility?

The President. It's because he now knows
in great detail what the Israeli proposals
were. And I believe, since they have made
an effort to be specific and comprehensive,
if we're going to make progress, they should
now be able to know what his specific and
comprehensive response is on all the issues.

There is more than one issue here. And
if we're going to have a negotiation, I don’t
think it’s enough to say, “I don't like your
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position. Come back and see me when I like
your position.” And I understand how strong-
ly he feels about it, but if he disagrees with
their territorial proposal, which is quite sig-
nificant, then there should be some other
proposal, I think, coming from the Syrians
about how their concerns could be handled.
And that's what I meant by that. I did my
best to try to just present what I thought the
options were. And if we're going to have a
negotiation, it takes two people coming up
with ideas—or three sides, in this case, if we
are being asked to mediate it.

He, obviously, has the perfect right to take
whatever position he believes is in Syria’s in-
terests and whatever he thinks is right. But
if there is a genuine desire for peace here
on both sides, and I believe there is, and if
both sides face certain significant political
constraints within their countries, and 1 be-
lieve they do, then they both need to come
up with some ideas and start talking.

I mean, the one thing there should be no
doubt about is that there is a real effort being
made here to resolve this. And I think it is
clear that Prime Minister Barak would like
to resolve it, and I think President Asad
would like to resolve it. So once you know
what the other side wants and you don’t think
you can do it, then you ought to come up
with some alternative way of trying to re-
spond to the underlying concerns that are
behind the position. That's what I've sug-
gested, and T hope that will happen. And
meanwhile, the rest of us will keep working.
I had a good talk with President Mubarak
yesterday about that, and I hope we can con-
tinue to move forward.

Yes.

New York City Police

Q. Mr. President, three unarmed black
men have been shot and killed by police in
New York City in the past 13 months. Do
you believe that the New York Police De-
partment has a racial problem, and does that
department require Justice Department
oversight?

The President. Well, I believe there is a
Justice Department review of the practices
in the department, which I think has been
a matter of public record for some time. And
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in the Diallo case, there was a specific ref-
erence to a review of the action there for
possible civil rights violations. I think the im-
portant thing I'd like to say is, first of all,
there’s a lot of evidence that in city after city
where the crime rate has dropped—and the
crime rate’s gone down a lot in New York;
it’s gone down a lot in every major city in
America—there is now ample evidence that
the crime rate can go down, and the tenor
of community police relations can go up. And
it’s largely a matter of the right sort of train-
ing, the right sort of policies, and consistent
effort there.

On the specific cases, I think I should say
no more, particularly in view of the latest in-
cident, which was tragic. There is a good U.S.
Attorney in New York, and I have confidence
that whatever decision is appropriate will be
made as all the facts come out, and that’s
what’s being done here.

But I think that the focus ought to be ev-
erywhere on having the right kind of training
and the right kind of policy direction to say
that we're going to bring the crime rate
down, and we're going to bring the quality
of police community relations up. The two
things are not inconsistent. In fact, I think,
generally, they reinforce one another, and I
think that that’s what we all ought to be work-
ing for in New York and everywhere else in
the country.

Randy [Randy Mikkelsen, Reuters].

President-Elect Vladimir Putin of Russia

Q. Mr. President, when you spoke with
Russia’s President-elect Putin the other day,
what did he tell you to indicate how he might
run the country, particularly in the areas of
the economy and foreign policy? And do you
think it would be a good idea for you or your
successor to try to build the same sort of per-
sonal relationship with Putin that you had
with Boris Yeltsin, in view of criticisms that
U.S. policy was too focused on one
individual?

The President. Well, first, he has ex-
pressed a genuine commitment to economic
reform—and the Russian economy is grow-
ing again—and a desire to put together a
first-rate team. And that was encouraging.

In foreign policy, he expressed an interest
in working with us to pursue matters of mu-
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tual concern, particularly in the area of arms
control and in some other areas. And I'm
looking forward to working with him on that.

With regard to the personal relations, I
think that—President Yeltsin, keep in mind,
was the first democratically elected President
of Russia. And he had the sort of personality
that was difficult not to—it was difficult to
remain neutral in dealing with him. And I
did like him very much, but I also thought
he was committed to democracy, and I think
the fact that he stepped down and that we
had a genuine democratic transition in Russia
is some evidence of that.

So I think that regardless of personal
chemistry—and I hope that mine with Presi-
dent Putin will be good, and I hope that my
successor’s will be good with him—the
United States and Russia have vast national
interests that require them to work together
on the things with which we agree and to
manage the difficulties between us where we
have honest disagreements. So it is the rela-
tionship that is important. And the personal
chemistry will come and go, depending on
the personalities. But the point is, the fact
that I liked Boris Yeltsin didn’t stop me from
differing with him when we were differing,
and it certainly never stopped him from dif-
fering with me in his classic style. And I don’t
expect that to change with President Putin.

But I think the relationship is very impor-
tant to the United States and to Russia, and
it must be worked on constantly. We just
have too much in common, and we have to
work on it.

Yes, Ellen [Ellen Ratner, Talk Radio News
Service].

States and E-Commerce

Q. The Internet commission is meeting on
electronic commerce, and they are giving
some proposals. What are your thoughts
about what proposals you think they should
come out with? And also what about the
States, as electronic commerce becomes
more and more available on the net and may
take revenue from the States?

The President. Well, I think— first of all,
I supported the moratorium on taxes, and
I saw where Mr. Gephardt did as well a cou-
ple of days ago, and I think that’s good. I
think that we should.
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I think that the process that has been set
up is the right one. I don’t know what the
solution is, but I think the States are going
to have to get together with these companies
and figure out—first of all, I don’t think there
should be any access taxes or new trans-
actional taxes or anything that will overly bur-
den Internet commerce, because it is making
a real contribution to our economy.

The real issue is, as a higher and higher
percentage of sales are conducted over the
Internet, what happens to the sales tax base
of the States? Are they going to have to go
to a different kind of taxation? Because they
don’t want to prejudice ordinary retailers. On
the other hand, some of the people in the
Internet business think that any sales tax will
put them at a disadvantage because they have
to charge shipping charges.

So I think that is a matter that the States
will have to work out. Since they are basically
State taxes, I think we ought to leave it to
them. But the Governors are highly attuned
to economic development. They will not
lightly hurt their economies. But they also
have responsibilities to fund their schools and
other public services. And I just think they
are going to have to work through it.

I think over the next year or so, you will
begin to see some kind of consensus emerge.

Yes, go ahead.

Israel-Syria Peace Talks

Q. Mr. President, are you prepared to de-
ploy American advisers, monitors, or troops
on the Golan Heights to secure an Israeli-
Syrian peace accord? Did you discuss that
at all with President Asad and, if so, what
was his response?

The President. We did not discuss it. So
far, all the options being discussed by Syria
and Israel do not entail that. The only time
I ever even discussed it is as a theoretical
possibility was many years ago with the late
Prime Minister Rabin. And it was clear to
me, even then, that both sides were looking
for a way to resolve this that would not re-
quire an international force including Amer-
ican troops there, and I think they are still
trying to get that done.

Yes, John [John Cochran, ABC News].
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